
Dear Families and Staff –  

 

As we prepare for the 2021-2022 school year, EMS ISD remains committed to keeping students and staff 

safe, healthy, and engaged in a positive learning experience. District leaders continue to monitor health 

guidance from state and federal officials. Be assured that as the school year begins, we will continue 

closely monitoring the COVID-19 impact in our schools and community. 

 

With that in mind, the first day of school is Monday, August 16, and we are excited to welcome students 

and staff to their new classes. As we return, EMS ISD will continue to observe the following health safety 

practices:  

 

• Positive COVID-19 Test: Stay home! 

Report diagnosis to the school nurse or by using the after-hours reporting form in the district’s 

Let’s Talk! online system. Individuals who test positive will be required to remain home for 10 

days. Students positive for COVID-19 will follow the same process as if they are absent for any 

other illness. The State did not continue the support for a virtual learning option this school year, 

but students will be provided access to lessons and materials by their teachers. Employees should 

use the Employee Reporting Form and will use their own leave time.  

 

• Facility Cleaning: Frequent  

Enhanced cleaning and disinfecting protocols will continue in all EMS ISD facilities, including 

the use of electrostatic sprayers and disinfectant proven to be effective against the COVID-19 

virus. Classrooms and offices will be provided Pure Mist disinfectant spray for use when needed 

or desired, and EMS ISD’s custodial teams will focus on disinfecting high-touch areas using 

EPA-approved products in accordance with CPC guidelines.  

 

• Hand Hygiene: Continued priority  

Hand sanitizer will continue to be provided throughout EMS ISD facilities, and students will be 

provided frequent hand-washing opportunities throughout the school day.  

 

• Health Self-Screenings: Requested daily  

Students and employees should perform a self-check of COVID-19-related symptoms prior to 

boarding a bus or entering an EMS ISD facility. Please do not come to school if you are sick or 

exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. Positive tests or symptoms should continue to be reported to 

the school nurse or using the Let’s Talk! reporting form. 

 

• Face Masks: Optional for students and employees 

Per Executive Order No. GA-38 from the Governor, school districts cannot require masks to be 

worn. However, EMS ISD will support students’ or employees’ choice to wear a mask or not.  

 

• COVID-19 Vaccinations: Not required, but encouraged 

The CDC has recommended that individuals ages 12+ receive the COVID-19 vaccine, but it is 

not required. An individual’s vaccination status will not prohibit entrance to EMS ISD facilities.  

 

• Social Distancing: Encouraged, where possible 

When space and circumstances allow, students and employees are encouraged to maintain 

distance from others.  

 

• Quarantine: Continuing with modifications  

Individuals who test positive will be required to quarantine for 10 days. Close contacts will be 

notified but will not be required to quarantine if they do not have symptoms. Close contact 
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students who choose to voluntarily quarantine will follow the same process as if they are absent 

for any other illness. 

 

• Notifications: Continuing with modifications 

A) Grades Pre-K through 5 – When a lab-confirmed positive is reported, a letter will be sent to 

the classroom notifying families of potential exposure. Parents/Guardians will be asked to 

monitor their student for symptoms. As long as the student remains symptom free, he/she will not 

be required to quarantine. 

B) Grades 6-12 – When a lab-confirmed positive is reported, a letter will be sent to the grade 

level notifying families of potential exposure. Parents/Guardians will be asked to monitor their 

student for symptoms. As long as the student remains symptom free, he/she will not be required 

to quarantine. 

C) School-wide – With a more targeted notification process for close contacts, mass notifications 

of a positive case on campus to all families and employees will be discontinued.  

D) Tracking Dashboard – The district is providing a link to the Tarrant County Public Health 

dashboard that monitors the COVID impact throughout the county. 

 

• Visitors and Deliveries: Allowed on campuses 

Please follow each campus’ procedures related to welcoming visitors and receiving deliveries for 

staff or students. 

 

• Bus Travel: Continued cleaning procedures 

All EMS ISD school buses will be cleaned frequently using EPA-approved disinfectant. Hand 

sanitizer also will be available on all buses for student use.  

 

• COVID-19 Testing: Continued availability 

Free rapid antigen testing is available on every campus for students and staff through the school 

nurse. Central Office staff can access free testing through EMS ISD Health Services. 

 

As the school year gets underway, we will continue to monitor the COVID-19 impact in our community 

and will stay in close contact with our local and state health officials. Maintaining safe and healthy 

learning environments remains our highest priority, while we also focus on providing engaging, 

collaborative, and meaningful learning opportunities for our students. Working together and following 

these protocols will provide us all the best scenario for continued success in 2021-2022.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing support of our educators. We look forward to welcoming all students back 

on August 16 for the first day of school! 

 

 


